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Home Gardening and  

Economic Co -evolution  

Å The transition from agriculture (crops 
or production orientated horticulture) 
to the manicured landscape or living 
space 

Å 1st Gardens  

Å Edible characteristics became 
decreasingly important because of 
sex appeal 

Å WWI and WWII Victory Gardens were 
established as a means of decreasing 
our dependency on large-sacle 
agricultural production  

Å Emergence of turfgrass and 
dominance of ornamentals 

Å 1970ôs saw a boom in community 
agriculture and home gardening 
associated with increased inflation 



ñégrowing numbers of Americans, driven 

by higher grocery costs and a stumbling 

economy, have taken up vegetable 

gardening for the first time.ò 

ñSeed companies and garden shops say that 

not since the rampant inflation of the 1970s 

has there been such an uptick in interest in 

growing food at home.ò               

                 -New York Times                    

      June 11th, 2008 

Growing Demand 





Overview  

ÅPreliminary Decisions 

ÅSite Selection 

ÅCharacterizing Site Conditions 

ÅSelecting Plants 

ÅStyle 

ÅLayout 

ÅIncreasing Your Success 



Preliminary Decisions  

Conceptualizing Your Garden 



List Your Wants and 

Needs  

ñJust Herbs and Tomatoesò 

ñA Backyard Grocery Storeò 



Design Intent  

ÅLIKE LIFE EVERYTHING IN THE 

LANDSCAPE EVERYTHING HAS A 

PURPOSE 

ÅFulfills clients/homeowner wants and 

needs 

ÅDictates all aspects of the entire landscape 

ÅInterconnected with functionality and 

aesthetics 

ÅOutlined by the designer or gardener 

ÅChaos is sometimes the intenté 

 



Techniques  

Immersion 
All plant material has edible attributes 

 

Infusion 
Starting Small:  Inserted Plant Material has edible 

attributes but may not dominate the landscape 
 

Gardens for Small Spaces 
Container and Contained Gardening 

 

Veggie Gardens 
Traditional and New Age 

 

Home Orchard and Indoor Edibles 
Fruit at your fingertips 

 



Infusion  

  
Å.Ŝǎǘ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ άǎǘŀǊǘ 
ǎƳŀƭƭέ 

ÅSwitch petunias for 
pansies and kale 

ÅPlant 1 or 2 fruit or 
nut bearing trees 

ÅReplace your 
burning bush with 
blueberries 

ÅIntegrate edibles 
with ornamentals in 
potted displays 



Immersion  

ÅAll plant material 
contains edible attributes 

ÅNut and Fruit Trees 

ÅShrubs with berries 

ÅSeasonal displays are 
herbs, greens, and root 
crops 

ÅPerennials include edible 
tubers, foliage, flowers 

ÅContainers are full of 
tropical and annual 
flavors 



 

Photos 

Taken from 

Gardens 

Illustrated 

ISSUE 156 



Site Selection  

Where is the garden going to go? 



Management Regime  

ÅPrevious vs. Current 

ïChemical use 

ÅResiduals 

ïSoil Test  

ÅHarm to watershed  

ÅHorticultural 

Practices 

ïPruning 

ïIPM 

ïWeed Removal 

 



Location Access/Security  

ÅPhysical Barriers 
ïStructural 
ÅFence 

ÅWall 

ïñSoftscapingò 

Å2-legged friends 
ïHerbivory 

ïVandalism 

ïThreat to allergenicity 
(peanuts)  

ÅWildlife  
ïCorridor 

ïUrban Food Source 

ïHerbivory 



Toxicity and 

Allergenicity  

ÅNeed to break 

down proteins and 

other 

phytochemicals 

ÅStart in small 

doses 

ÅPotential ingestion 

of pesticides and 

herbicides 

ÅTiming 



Soil Survey  

Describes a variety of 

different aspects of soil 

and climate: 

ÅGeneral Soils Description 

ÅHistory of Soil Genesis 

ÅSoil Map 

ÅUse and Management 

Regimes 

ÅProjected Appropriate 

Crop Production 




